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NOVEMBER EVENTS CALENDAR
11/1   —  Jack & Jill + One - 
                    Woman-Skipper Race in the Estuary 
11/8   — Island Sundays Race #1

11/17 — IYC Board Meeting

11/21 — Change of Watch Party

11/22 — Breakfast/Calendar Meeting

11/22 — Commodore’s Cup

Change of Watch Party 
Saturday November 21 at IYC!
(This is NOT the date in the calen-
dar published at the start of 2009.)
Catered dinner, the band “Bumpy 
Ride” will play and we’ll celebrate a 
great year!

17th Women’s Sailing Seminar — 
a Really Great Weekend!

COMMODORE’S REPORT
By Dawn Chesney

We’ve had Some Fun, Now Let’s Celebrate the Year Together!

Can you believe our Change of Watch dinner party is happening in 
just a few weeks? Wow, the year has gone by quickly.  It has truly been 
my pleasure to serve as your Commodore; I have learned so much and 
gotten to know many of you better. I know next year will continue to be 
one of growth and success for the Club and look forward to David Ross’ 
approval as Commodore when you vote for your officers at the Change 
of Watch party. This dinner is by reservation only, so be sure to RSVP 
to Dick Vandenberg by 11/17.

This year has been one of so many successes. Our membership is 
growing (not a common trend for Yacht Clubs right now), our Bylaws 
were reviewed in extensive detail, then updated and approved, our 
Mainsheet and Website both have a new look, our Racing program 
continues to be fun and well attended, and our social events like the 
Crab Feed and Pig Roast were enhanced by inviting other sailors to 
come have some fun with us! Heartfelt Thanks to each of our current 
officers for their diligent efforts to fulfill their roles, all of which are criti-
cal to our Club.

The Women’s Sailing Seminar last month was once again a big suc-
cess; the students and instructors had a fabulous learning experience and 
our Sponsors were exceedingly generous with their donations. Several 
Sailing Schools donated lessons worth hundreds of dollars which we 
raffled off to delighted winners!  Thanks to everyone who participated 
in the preparation and throughout the WSS weekend.  This positive en-
ergy has continued to build and we now have seven new members…..
WOW!  Watch for Cindy’s articles about each of our new members, and 
be sure to introduce yourself when you see them.  (See photos from 
WSS later in this Mainsheet.)

David Ross, Dave Bloch and John New have volunteered to be our 
Nominating Committee. Their responsibility is to identify, and hopefully 
receive agreement without too much arm twisting, as to who will be on 
next year’s Board of Governors and Officers. If you are asked to fill one 
of these positions, I hope you will give it serious consideration….Your 
Club Needs YOU!

Thanks to each and everyone of you not only for your volunteerism, but 
more touching to me, for your personal support;  I couldn’t have done 
it without you!

I’ve had so much fun and look forward to celebrating our fabulous year 
together!

Thank You Dawn, for getting this article out while on your way to the Baja Ha-
Ha!  As I write this, you’re out there on the Pacific dealing with a storm, and I’m 
thinking of you. -- Editor Dave  

Mainsheet congratulates
Commodore Dawn on a great year!

Lunch and the raffle, Saturday at 
Women’s Sailing Seminar

Change of Watch — November 21

FROM THE EDITOR’S COUCH
By Dave Bloch, Mainsheet Editor

As many of you know, I’m currently recovering from a little knee surgery.  
It’s no big deal—heck, seems like everybody’s doing it—and it was planned 
for a long time.  But not until you find yourself forced onto crutches do 
you realize how much you really move around in a day, what little things 
become hard, or where you just plain can’t go without help.   That help 
came from my dear wife Speranza, and I get to thank her for that right 
here in print.

I made a huge step—literally—on Monday, the fourth day after surgery, 
when I made it up the stairs into my office for the first time.  That meant 
getting to my desk, and my real computer, that has all the Mainsheet stuff 
on it!  For a while it was looking like this issue might be kluged together 
in MS Word, but I’m back in Adobe where I belong.  The issue may be a 
bit shorter than most, but I hope you enjoy all the great stuff that mem-
bers sent in.

Besides the leg and Mainsheet, the biggest thing going on for your Editor 
is trying to help the Nominating Committee fill all our Board slots 
of 2010.  There is a whole lot of work that gets done to make IYC what 
it is.  But doing that work, and the fun and companionship that come out 
of that, are the reason we all join a club to begin with.  Maybe you don’t 
see yourself in a leadershop role; maybe you think it’s too early in your 
membership.  Personally, I was offered this Editor position two weeks af-
ter Speranza and I joined IYC this year!  Not too many of you have been 
members for less time than that.

So I hope that as soon as you read this, you’ll think about things you 
know how to do that might help the club.  Either as a manager or volun-
teer, you are sorely needed for the clubhouse, galley, bar, events, publica-
tions, races, cruises, and general leadership.  If you’ve got the desire and 
some time, we have folks who would be thrilled to teach you what you 
need to know.

Someone on our Committee may call you.  But if you have an idea what 
you might be able to do, please feel free to call or Email me (or any 
Board member) as soon as you can.  All our numbers are on the front 
page of this Mainsheet; all our Emails are on the Website.  

Join in!  It’s hard to have a dull moment with Island Yacht Club!  

AT THE HELM — YOU?
These are the positions shown on the front 
page of every Mainsheet.  The Nominating 
Committee does have good possibilities 
for some of these, but would really love to 
hear from anyone who has interest in any 
of these areas!  We’re an all-volunteer club, 
so each of these skippers needs crew to 
step up and help to make things happen!  

Commodore
(Usually previous year’s Commodore, 
but our VC is moving out of the area)

Vice Commodore

Rear Commodore

Staff Commodore 
(Previous year’s Commodore)

Port Captain

Secretary

Treasurer

Racing Chair

Cruise Chair

Membership Chair

Publications Chair

Newsletter Editor

Bar Manager

Galley Manager

Ship’s Store

Historians

Association Liaison Committee Chair

HISTORICAL HAZE
By Malcolm and Helen Sowers, IYC Historians

IYC’s Cruise-in to Corinthian Yacht Club, October 17, 2009

October 17th 2009 was our sixty-sixth 
wedding anniversary. Although we no 
longer have a boat, we decided to cel-
ebrate by blacktopping to IYC’s cruise-
out to Corinthian Yacht Club.  Our 
visit was indeed a trip down Memory 
Lane.  In those far-off days we had been 
members of Corinthian Yacht Club. Da-
vid Bloch, editor of IYC’s Bulletin, sug-
gested I write about our former mem-
bership. 

When Corinthian’s Board of Direction 
decided to build a harbor in the early 
1960s, we jumped at the chance to be-
come a charter member of the harbor.  This was primarily to save the 
long and boring trip out the Oakland Estuary.  Driving took the same 
time as sailing out the estuary-1 hour.  It would be better for our chil-
dren if we drove over to Tiburon, giving each child a chance to practice 
their driving skills as each, in turn, became eligible for a driver’s permit.  
When I could doze comfortably in the front passenger seat, I knew a 
child was properly prepared for his or her next step: to drive solo.

The only catch to purchasing a berth had been that members were re-
quired to sell it back to the Harbor Corporation at cost-a move on their 
part to avoid capital gains taxes. Helen and I cannot remember what our 
forty-foot berth cost nor when we sold the berth back to the Harbor 
Corporation. We also disagree as to the actual amount.  In any case we 
cashed it in around the time we bought a larger boat and because we 
obtained a berth in the new Emeryville Harbor. 

 You may ask what were we doing by mooring a twenty-four foot boat 
in a forty-foot berth?  In a word: Dreams: my hope that someday we 
could sail out the Golden Gate in a larger boat for an extended cruise.  
This plan was one of many that Helen, my wife and loving companion for 
the last sixty-six years, vetoed.  She had a better sense of priorities, for 
which I am now immensely grateful.  For example: It was her decision 
that we must build our house while the children were young and would 
remember it as their home.  Our house has become a major investment 
for our old age.  Also, Helen did not want boating to be the sole focus of 
our family life.  We could (and did) teach our children the skills to enjoy 
backpacking in the High Sierra and appreciation of the natural environ-
ment: the wonders of both land and sea that they, in turn, have passed on 
to their own progeny. 

The forty-foot berth had one major liability for mooring a twenty-four 
foot boat. When storm waves would slosh over the top of the breakwa-
ter, roiling the waters in the harbor, the waves would rock the boats back 
and forth.  It is one of the immutable facts of physics that this mooring of 
our lines would cause them to break.  (Look it up in your old high school 
physics book.)  We often received phone calls from other members who 
had kindly added more mooring lines to secure our boat.  None-the-less, 
berthing our boat at Corinthian had advantages.  We were close to the 
starting point of many of the YRA races at Knox Point.  We were close 
to Angel Island; so close our oldest son would sail our El Toro over while 
we sailed the larger boat.  The scenery was spectacular and the weather 
usually ideal-a great combination for taking guests out. 

Our oldest son attended U.C. San Diego but majored in beach. His 
friends even tried tying his foot to his desk before examinations. His ac-
tions foretold that he would never be satisfied with any kind of desk job. 
We had been paying for his schooling but he surprised us by coming 
home in mid-semester, telling us he would wait for his companions to 
finish the school term and then go skiing with them. Then, he planned to 
join the Coast Guard for a four-year stint rather go into combat in the 
Vietnam War (or run away to Canada with his tail between his legs.) We 
responded to his proposal by saying that he would have to earn his own 
keep in the interim, and could not stay at home. He was now on his own.  
He did have a prospect of construction work for a woman artist in Marin 
County. We then agreed that he could live on our boat till his friends 
finished their semester.  While at Corinthian he would have to use the 
bathroom on the lower level of Corinthian, an area they called pneumo-
nia alley.  We prayed that it would be a miserable cold winter and would 
teach him the value of an education. When I told a friend this had been 
a one-year tragedy the friend replied that if Bob became locked in to a 
desk job it would be a forty-year tragedy. He was right, Bob did eventu-
ally finish college with almost straight A’s, met his future wife who be-
came a teacher in Tahoe.  Bob worked out of doors as a contractor in 
Tahoe, rain or shine.  His stay at Corinthian didn’t harm him-he didn’t 
even get pneumonia.  

The IYC Cruise-Out crew celebrates the Sowers’ 
66th anniversary with dinner at CYC.

Beautiful Corinthian Yacht Club, as seen 
from our berths at the Guest Dock.

Welcome Aboard!
By Cindy Wagner, Membership Chair

We’ve expanded our membership this fall!  Here’s an introduction to a couple 
of newest family members.

New members Carmine and Steve Taylor didn’t have far to travel 
when I met with them at IYC last week to give them their key to the 
clubhouse and their membership cards; they just motored their dinghy 
to our dock from their home at Grand Marina.  Their home is Starfish 
Enterprise, a Hunter Vision 36.  When asked about what they like best 
about living aboard they said they “love coming through the gate and 
knowing they are at their sanctuary.”  They are planning a trip to the 
Channel Islands next year on their Islander.

Steve (born in Florida) and Carmine (born in Buffalo, NY) both moved 
their boats into Grand Marina in 2000.  Carmine and her husband had 
sold their home, bought Starfish Enterprise and were moving aboard.  
Steve moved aboard his Islander Mark II Freudian Sloop at Grand Marina 
about the same time.  In June, 2007, Steve and Carmine (now widowed) 
ran into each other and the rest is history. They got married on July 30th 
last year.  They have 3 children and 4 grandchildren.

Carmine, an artist who belongs to Alameda’s Frank Bette Art Center, 
focuses on water scenes and mountain landscapes working mainly in 
watercolor and acrylic.  She has also begun working with stained glass 
again.  Steve is the principal of C&S Boatworks and has a wide range 
of expertise ranging from woodwork to plumbing/electrical work and 
interior space utilization. 

Steve and Carmine share a passion for sailing and life on the water and 
own five boats.  In addition to the Hunter Vision 36, the Islander Mark II 
and the motorized dinghy (a wedding gift to each other), they have a Ho-
bie Adventure Island trimaran and a Laser.  (Capsizing the Hobie ranks as 
one of Carmine’s most memorable adventures.)

Carmine took some sailing lessons starting in 1995 but has had limited 
true sailing experience.  Steve has now reintroduced sailing to her.  Steve, 
a veteran sailor, has been sailing for 46 years, starting at the age of 6 on 
his father’s 22.5’ Pearson.  Steve’s first boat was the Islander Mark II, 
which he inherited from his father in 1996.

The Islander Mark II was also the site of his most memorable sailing ad-
venture in 1986 while it was still his father’s boat.  The boat was berthed 
at Treasure Island and Steve headed out for a fun race with a crew of 
5 (his father was not one of the crew).  Winds were gusting 10 to 12 
knots and as they neared Alcatraz a Cal 39 blew through the shrouds, 
came halfway across the bow and the mast came down.  They were able 
to contact the Coast Guard and fortunately no one was injured.  One 
month later the Islander was back in the water.

Both Steve and Carmine are looking forward to becoming actively in-
volved with IYC activities.  Steve has offered his cooking and mainte-
nance skills and Carmine has offered to assist with photography but each 
are willing to lend a hand where needed.

Please welcome Carmine and Steve when you next see them at IYC!

+++++++++++++++++++

October 10th was a lucky day for Kathy Sellers when she won an IYC 
membership at this year’s Women’s Sailing Seminar drawing!  Kathy and 
her husband Steve live in Atwater, which is located between Merced and 
Modesto.  Although it is a long drive to Alameda, they are thrilled to be 
members of IYC and very much look forward to participating in upcom-
ing events.

Newlyweds, Kathy and Steve met through eHarmony two years ago and 
got married in May of this year.  They have four daughters (Sara, Stacey, 
Kari and Sara), three grandchildren and three dogs.

Kathy is a USDA Food Inspector and her current duty is at a red meat 
plant located in Newman.  She inspects cows, lambs and goats at various 
stages in the process.  In speaking with Kathy I was certainly reassured 
about the quality of the meat we purchase.  Having started out as a lock-
smith with his own company, Steve has been working as a supervisor at 
Chowchilla Women’s Prison for the past 15 years.

Prior to attending WSS, Kathy had been on a whale watching adventure 
with her daughter and on powerboats a few times but had never stepped 
aboard a sailboat.   While in his late 20s, Steve owned a 35-foot Alberg 
cruising sloop that he berthed in Long Beach and sailed every weekend 
to Catalina and the Channel Islands.  He unfortunately had to sell the 
Alberg upon moving to Colorado.

Steve read about WSS while looking through materials relating to an 
upcoming boat show at Jack London Square and thought Kathy would 
be interested in attending. Kathy thought WSS was terrific and loved the 
format of the classes and the actual hands-on experiences on the water 
Saturday afternoon.  She is interested in getting more exposure on the 
water, taking additional sailing classes, including those relating to naviga-
tion, and will absolutely be attending WSS next year.

Kathy and Steve are looking forward to selling their home and buying a 
sailboat to live aboard when Steve retires in 5 years.   They have already 
begun their search for the perfect boat that they hope to sail to Mexico 
and South America.

Steve enjoys dirt biking (Kathy has tried this as well) and they both enjoy 
gardening.  

They have offered to lend a hand as needed at the club.  

Please look for Kathy and Steve at the Change of Watch dinner and wel-
come them to Island!  

IYC Cruise-out to Tiburon
By Speranza Avram 

On a beautiful fall day, three IYC boats sailed from Alameda to Tiburon 
for an overnight visit to Corinthian Yacht Club.  Marilyn Bruener, and 
her crew Dick Vandenberg and Tony (last name?) sailed her 47-foot Mor-
gan Fantasea.  David O’Shea single-handed Starshine.   Dave and I took 
Dream Catcher our Bombay Clipper 31 for her first voyage (for us) to 
the wilds of Marin County.  

We had great sailing across the Bay, choosing to go east of Angel Island. 
As usual, winds became very light behind the Island, but picked up again 
as we turned into Racoon Strait.  Dave and I sailed past the mouth of 
Richardson Bay to see what was happening, and since it was late after-
noon, the winds were gusting quite a bit.  We decided it was time to join 
our comrades at Corinthian and motored to the guest dock about 3 p.m. 
We were greeted by Marilyn and her crew, and it was such a treat to 
hand the dock lines to a familiar and welcoming dock crew!

David came in not long behind us, and after checking in with the Port 
Captain, we nosed around the Club for a bit.  For those of you have not 
been there, it is well worth a visit.  Tucked in on the edge of the Tiburon 
Peninsula, the club was originally built in 1886, and re-built in 1911 after 
a fire.  Featuring drop-dead gorgeous views of The City,  Angel Island, and 
the Golden Gate Bridge, the club exudes an atmosphere of understated 
elegance.  The top floor had been decorated for a private wedding re-
ception, but we took a quick peek around.  The historical paintings of 
past commodores were covered by pictures of the just-married couple, 
but we still felt the presence of history in the rich dark wood.

After exploring the club, we all strolled into town. Dave and I had never 
visited Tiburon, so we enjoyed poking into the cute shops and learning 
more about this part of the Bay. 

Dinner at the CYC Dining Room was quite a treat, with fellow IYC-
ers, Malcolm and Helen, Kristen, John and Dawn, David and Lillian, Joyce 
and her friend Joni joining us for a wonderful meal. The highlight of the 
evening, of course, was the toast to Malcom and Helen Sowers, who 
celebrated their 66th wedding anniversary with us (see related story in 
this issue of Mainsheet). 

The next day dawned clear and bright, and we went back to town for a 
satisfying breakfast at a local eatery.  While our companions relaxed in 
anticipation of lunch at Sam’s with John and Dawn who were motor-
ing back up to join them, Dave and I took a longer walk through town, 
heading along the waterfront and up the hill to an old stone tower built 
around 1889.  Perched right on the side of a hill overlooking Racoon 
Strait it is one of the magical special places that enable us mere mortals 
to better connect with the gorgeous geography of the Bay Area.

Dave and I left about 12 noon, this time heading west of Angel Island 
across the Slot.  Woo-hoo, what fun!  As newbie sailors, this was our first 
time across the slot that close to the Golden Gate Bridge on our own 
boat, and we had perfect conditions: enough, but not too much wind!  
We had a glorious run down The City waterfront, only losing our wind 
just under the Bay Bridge.  We thought the party was over for our jour-
ney home, but just past South Beach, the winds picked up again, this time 
quite forcefully with gusts of 15-20 knots.  Dark clouds were gathering in 
the west, and we were quite pleased that we had left Tiburon when we 
did as it felt like it would rain any moment. 

As we headed to Dream Catcher’s new home in Ballena Bay, we discov-
ered one of the challenges we will face in this new location.  Unlike the 
trip back home down the estuary, which provided us with relatively calm 
winds making it easy to hoist down the main sail, the trip back to Ballena 
is in the open bay.  During our trip back, the lumpy seas and the strong 
winds presented significant challenges to us taking down the main.  We 
scurried into the harbor just behind the Navy ships on Alameda Point, 
and with the big grey boats blocking the force of the wind, dropped the 
main sail in this sheltered location. 

Thanks to Cruise Co-chairs David O’Shea and Marilyn Bruener for or-
ganizing a lovely event, and all our cruises this year!  Alas, cruising season 
is over for this year, but we are looking forward to future adventures 
with IYC on Dream Catcher.  

Starshine, Dream Catcher and Fantaseas 
at the Corinthian Guest Dock.

The stone tower just east of town, and plaque 
showing the stone arch removed around 1920.

Lighted Yacht Parade
By Craig Wong, Lighted Yacht Parade Committee

Please join hosts Marina Village Yacht Harbor, the Oakland Yacht Club 
and the Encinal Yacht Club for the 33rd annual Lighted Yacht Parade. 
It will take place in the Oakland/Alameda estuary on Saturday, December 
5th starting at around 5:00 PM.

This year’s theme is Christmas Carols and trophies will be awarded to the 
Best Decorated Sailboat, the Best Decorated Powerboat, and the Best 
Overall Decorated Boat.  The keeper of the Best Overall Trophy also 
wins $500 Cash!

In the true spirit of the holiday season this year’s parade will benefit the 
Oakland Firefighters’ Random Acts of Kindness (www.OfRan-
domActs.org) and the Alameda County Community Food Bank 
(www.accfb.org).  They are collecting unwrapped toys, canned food or 
monetary donations. The toys and proceeds will benefit local kids who, 
without your help, could miss out on the joys of this holiday season.  The 
Food Bank helps provide nutritious food to low-income City of Alameda 
residents.  So drop your donations off at the EYC, OYC or MVYH office 
anytime during regular business hours. 

For more information, enrollment forms, and to see pictures of last 
year’s winners go to www.LightedYachtParade.com.  2008 Grand Prize Winner Wahoo! 

owned by Gary and Diane Thompson

Proposed Alameda/Oakland 
Drawbridge Regulations
The following notice and commentary is provided from PICYA del-
egates, John & Sue Roderick.   All italic/boldface emphasis by the 
Mainsheet editor.

US Coast Guard - District 11

Local Notice to Mariners - Week: 35/09

Northern California-Bridge-Oakland Inner Har-
bor Tidal Canal, Proposed Drawbridge Regulation 
Change (Comments Requested)

Alameda County has proposed a regulation change for the 
Estuary drawbridges; 33 CFR 117.181, Federal Docket Num-
ber USCG-2009-0803.

Existing Regulation:

The draws of the Alameda County highway drawbridges at 
Park Street, mile 5.2; Fruitvale Avenue, mile 5.6; and High 
Street, mile 6.0; and the US Army Corps of Engineers railroad 
drawbridge, mile 5.6 at Fruitvale Avenue, shall open on signal; 
except that, from 8:00 am to 9:00 am and 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm, 
Monday through Friday except Federal holidays, the draws 
need not be opened for the passage of vessels.  However, the 
draws shall open during the above closed periods for vessels 
which must, for reasons of safety, move on a tide or slack 
water, if at least two hours notice is given.

Proposed Regulation:

The draws of the Alameda County highway drawbridges at 
Park Street, mile 5.2; Fruitvale, mile 5.6; and High Street, mile 
6.0; and the US Army Corps of Engineers railroad drawbridge, 
mile 5.6 at Fruitvale Avenue, shall open on signal between the 
hours of 9:00 am and 4:30 pm and upon 4 hours advance 
notice between the hours of 4:30 pm and 9:00 am.  During 
Interstate rush hours, 8:00 am to 9:00 am and 4:30 pm to 
6:30 pm, Monday through Friday, except Federal holidays, the 
draws need not be opened for the passage of vessels.  How-
ever, the draws shall 

>open during the above rush hour periods for vessels which 
must, for reasons of safety, move on a tide or slack water, if 
at least four hours notice is given to the bridge owner.  The 
draws shall open as soon as possible for vessels in distress 
and emergency vessels, including commercial vessels engaged 
in rescue or emergency salvage operations.

A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking will also appear in the Federal 
Register.  Comments concerning navigational impacts should 
be provided in writing to Commander (dwp) Eleventh Coast 
Guard District, Bridge Section, Bldg 50-2 Coast Guard Island, 
Alameda, CA 94501.

Summary of Proposed Changes As Understood by 
PICYA

•	 A 4-hour advance notice will be required  for any open-
ings between the hours of 4:30 pm  and 9:00 am, 365 
days a year.  The rush hour traffic closure hours of 4:30 
- 6:30 pm (excluding weekends and holidays) will remain 
in effect making the actual hours for transiting the bridg-
es with a 4 hour advance notice 6:30 pm - 9:00 am.

•	 This Notice of Proposed Ruling has been posted for the 
first time in the Local Notice to Mariners District 11 
Week 35/09 (September 1, 2009).

•	 Property values may be adversely affected due to the 
newly proposed regulations.

•	 Bridge opening delays are a possibility due to 3 standby 
bridge personnel driving in from home to man the bridg-
es prior to any scheduled opening between the hours of 
4:30 pm and 9:00 am.

•	 Who is to be called to request a 4 hr advance opening 
has not het been determined.

•	 The safety of the bridge personnel arriving alone at the 
unmanned bridges in the middle of the night has not yet 
been addressed.

The US Coast Guard has emphasized that a written letter 
with a signature is the best form of comment.  Please refer-
ence Federal Docket USCG-2009-0803 in your correspon-
dence.

Send all comments to    Commander (dwp) Eleventh Coast 
Guard District Bridge Section, Bldg. 50-2, Coast Guard Island, 
Alameda, CA 94501

A notice of Proposed Rulemaking will also appear in the Fed-
eral Register by Sept 15 and will be Federal Docket Number 
USCG-2009-0803.

The comment period is now open and will continue 
for 90 days after the entry into the Federal Register.  
The Coast Guard is encouraging us to write NOW. 

Voice From the Rear
By David Ross, Rear Commodore

This month’s feature highlights some topics from the RBOC’s 
October Key Issue Overview announcement. (RBOC = Rec-
reational Boaters of California)

CAL BOATING Spared from the Chopping Block 
But Threat Likely to Return

The Governor’s proposal to eliminate the independent Cal 
Boating [the California Department of Boating and Water-
ways] has not been enacted to date. The boating community 
has spoken strongly and clearly each time the proposal has 
been considered in legislative hearings and meetings.

Boater constituent contacts with legislators have been criti-
cal to preserving Cal Boating during the first ten months of 
this year. While the elimination of Cal Boating would not save 
the state a single General Fund dollar, the proposal could 
again be pursued within upcoming deliberations that will take 
place this fall.

Marina Police? RBOC Lobbying Marina and Club Per-
mit Proposal

RBOC is engaging to protect boater interests that would 
be significantly impacted by the recent permit proposal of 
the State Water Resources Control Board [SWRCB]. The 
SWRCB is proposing that marinas and clubs on the coast 
as well as in bays and estuaries be required to obtain a state 
permit and police the boats berthed at their facilities.

Clubs and boaters are encouraged to learn more about the 
proposal and its impact, and to attend the workshops that 
will be scheduled for this fall and winter, at www.rboc.org.

Got Young Passengers? Boat Operation Safety Legis-
lation Enacted

The Governor has signed into law the RBOC-supported SB 
717 (Runner) to increase the maximum age under which a 
person aboard a boat must wear a life jacket from 11 to 13, 
in conformance with federal law.

The RBOC-supported SB 154 (Benoit) has not proceeded 
and could be taken up in 2010. This bill would require that 
individuals convicted of boating under the influence be or-
dered to participate in a recovery program as a condition of 
probation.

Unwanted Immigrants! RBOC Pursuing Prevention 
of Invasive Species

RBOC is continuing with efforts to combat the introduc-
tion of invasive species throughout the state, and to protect 
boater interests as actions are proposed by governmental 
agencies on the state and regional levels.

Toxic Avengers: RBOC Following Development of 
Anti-fouling Surface Alternatives

The identification and assessment of alternatives to copper-
based anti-fouling surfaces is occurring in a number of venues. 
RBOC is closely following these developments with the guid-
ing principal that mandated use of copper-based alternatives 
be based upon sound science and findings that alternatives 
are effective and affordable.

Restricted Navigation?! RBOC Working to Preserve 
Boater Access

The continued ability of boaters to access the state’s wa-
terways is being challenged on a number of fronts with the 
proposal of regulations and legislation that would negatively 
impact boating recreation.

An example is the Sacramento San Joaquin Delta. Several bills 
have been considered in the State Capitol regarding the Del-
ta, including governance, conservation, environmental protec-
tion, and conveyance. The issue will be continued within the 
special legislative session the Governor called on October 11 
to address the “water crisis”.

RBOC is advocating to protect boater rights and to assure 
access for continued navigation where any control structure 
(such as gates or barriers) is planned for placement across 
a navigable Delta waterway. This has become especially im-
portant as state and federal officials move forward with the 
2 Gates Project with barriers to be placed across two Delta 
waterways.

RBOC is seeking to have operable boat locks installed as an 
integral design component to mitigate for the placement of 
any control structure across navigable waterways.

For the full text of the RBOC announcement including mat-
ters related to abandoned boats and out-of-state purchase 
provisions, please visit www.rboc.org  

Classes, hands-on workshops, racing, cruising, music, and just a lot of really great energy — the 
17th Annual Women’s Sailing Seminar October 10 & 11 brought together women from around 
northern California to learn from and share with each other.   Sessions ran from the mysteries 
of “Boatspeak” through basics of sailing,  advanced sail trim, and specialized workshops in topics 
like spinnakers, docking and diesel engines.  This year’s Seminar even included complimentary Yoga 
classes on Sunday morning!  WSS also allows participants to spend the day either cruising the Bay 
or running a whole racing series on the Oakland/Alameda Estuary.

If you are reading this and wish you’d been there, 
make sure you watch for our announcements next 
year!  WSS is always in early October, same weekend 
as Fleet Week.

PHOTO SECTION

SSS Commodore Bill Merrick, veteran of the singlehanded 
TransPac, meets our own George Lythcott who will be 

doing the next one!  Photo from Lucie Mewes.
Ben Mewes in a Nutshell, another realm of 

sailing.  Photo from Lucie Mewes.

One of the WSS Basic Sailing on-the-water 
classes got a closeup view of the FDR presidential 

yacht Potomac on their Estuary cruise.

More from the Cruise-out

CYC Harbor, from the clubhouse; Guest Dock is at the far end.

Approaching Corinthian Yacht Club on Dream Catcher, from near the western end of Angel Island.

Drinks at CYC Saturday evening; we look up and—guess 
who’s burgee happens to be right above our table?

OK, so IYC’s view of Coast Guard Island is really pretty nice.  But, you have to admit, Corinthian’s view of 
San Francisco (with the Golden Gate Bridge off to the right of this photo) is breathtaking.

Bay Oil Spill
By Dave Bloch, Mainsheet Editor

Mainsheet usually doesn’t cover news events, but when it’s happening right outside the window during the final assembly for publica-
tion, it seems appropriate to make an exception.

As of 3PM Saturday, October 31, several agencies are fanned out around San Francisco Bay working to contain and clean up a fuel 
oil spill currently estimated at 400 to 800 gallons.   From our home, which sits just onshore from the intertidal zone of San Leandro 
Channel, we’ve been watching as crews stretched barriers across the entire width of both ends of the channel, leaving only a small 
area clear for boats to move through.

We’re also watching the thousands of birds who land here on the mud flats during medium and low tides, and feels fine that all this 
work is being done at least partly over concern for those birds.  

This small, flat boat is stationary about at the middle of the 
Channel entrance from the Bay, with the barrier extending 
out both sides.  It also shows up in the large photo below.

The bright red-orange barrier is plainly visible in this 
photo of the Alameda/Bay Farm Island bridge.

This image shows the flat boat (maybe a skim-
mer?), along with three others around the bar-
rier to the Bay.  As of 3PM Saturday there is 
still too much haze to see much farther, but 
there do appear to be lot of folks working out 
there.

One curious thing: all the workers on the boats 
appear to be wearing construction-style hard 
hats.  But we can’t see in our spotting scope 
that they’re also wearing PFD’s.  Hope so.


