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The St Paddy’s party was small but fun. The food 
was good and the people were happy. We had an 
extra treat, Betty Sleeth was in Mexico visiting John & 
Joyce Logan. Before she left she made arrangements 
with Mike and Susan Gutrugianios to bring their com-
puter to the club, I don’t know how they did it or even 
what its called but Betty called the club and we could 
see & talk to them over the net and it was free! This is 
truly the computer age. It was great to see them and 
talk to them, needless to say, this really made a pic-
ture perfect party. 
 
Our Friday night races start this week. Plenty of op-
portunities to earn work credits. Race committee, 
helping in the galley and bar. Speaking of the Bar. 
we’re in the process of selecting a new Bar Manager. 
If you would like the position or to be responsible for 
a Fri-night race or any other occasion please contact Dick Sayre 925-284-
2235 or me Shirley 925-672-2514. Don’t be bashful; we’ll be waiting for 

> Shirley’s Article, page 3 

COMMODORE 

Shirley Ahlf 

(925) 672-2514 

VICE COMMODORE 

John New (510) 338-0954 

REAR COMMODORE 

Lucie Mewes (510) 522-1433 

STAFF COMMODORE 

Peter Linehan (415) 902-8386 

PORT CAPTAINS 

Glen Krawiec (510) 339-9451 

And Dick Sayre (510) 284-2235 

SECRETARY  

Joan Wetherell (925) 837-9408 

TREASURER 

Rich Ahlf (925) 672-2514 

RACING CO-CHAIRS 

Ben Mewes (510) 522-1433 and 

Joanne McFee (510) 521-7442 

CRUISE CHAIR  

Marilyn Bruner (650) 207-2207 

MEMBERSHIP  

Caroline Mines (510) 814-0624 

PUBLICATIONS 

Janet Frankel (415) 387-5807 

BAR MANAGER  

Susan Ingram (925) 465-4258 

HISTORIAN  

Pam Richardson (510) 724-1371 

ASSN. LIASON  

Ted Crum (510) 654-7301 

SHIPS STORE 

Betty Sleeth (408) 279-2863 
Look Inside:                                               Page 
Thank Goodness for Spring ………...………      2 
Welcome Aboard New Members .……….….     2  
Cruise to San Francisco YC ….….….………     2 
Crawfish Pie and Filly Gumbo …….....………    3 
Nacing Rews ………………….…….……...….    3 
Delta Cruise……….……………………………    4 
Doublehanded Lightshipping….…….………..    4 
Galley Gremlins Grumble …………………….    4 
Pegasus vs. South Tower Demon …………..    5 
The Logans in Sunny Baja …………………...    6 
Ruminating on Lipton ……………. …………..    6 
PICYA’s Mardi Gras Parade ………………….    7 

Internet: http://www.iyc.org 

                        Remember these Dates!  
 

Apr 22   Cruise to the San Francisco  
               Yacht Club! 
 

Apr 22   Planning party at the club  
               for decorating our entry in 
               the Decorated Boat Parade. 
  

Apr 28   Friday Night Twilite Races 
               —Spring Series—Race #2 
               Followed by our Amazing BBQ 
  

Apr 29   OPEN HOUSE—Decorating Party  
                                                at the Club! 
 

Apr 30   OPENING DAY ON THE BAY!  
               Come and Join Us, it’s 
               Mardi Gras on the SF Bay!  
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Badru Hyatt, friend of Loretta Sheridan 
 
Susan Roberts, friend of Caroline Mines 
 
Vince & Jolie Mackel, Sea Scouts raffle  
 
Mark Wommack of Granite Bay, CA 

Well, well, what a March!  Thanks good-
ness spring is here, or is it? 
 
Nevermind, whatever the weather, come 
on down to the Club to enjoy a Friday 
night BBQ during our Spring Twilight Se-
ries.  Coals will be ready at 7 so folks 

who don’t want to race the Queen’s Restaurant Tour of 
the Estuary can enjoy the proceedings from the deck.  
Friday April 14 and 28, May 12…continuing irregularly 
through the summer.  Check out the series calendar at 
our great website, IYC.ORG. 
 
Thank yous to our On The Water Race Committee.  
Dick Sayre generously volunteered to take his lively 
Diva out for the day last Saturday so that IYC had comfy 
accommodations on which to run the first Interclub race 
of the season.  Glen Krawiec, Ted Crum, Linda Ahlf, 
and Joanne McFee joined Interclub guru Steve Green in 
rounding out the Committee. A fine time was had by all.  
Usually, IYC limits the races it serves as committee be-
cause we don’t have a boat.  That’s why we’re at 
Golden Gate YC so often for YRA and other doings.  
So, Dick’s contribution is a grand one. 
 
The Doublehanded Lightship race celebrated it’s Silver 
Anniversary in style, complete with “glamour girl” cover-
age in Latitude 38.  Congratulations to our Race Chairs 
Ben Mewes and Joanne McFee for a great day in the 
ocean. 
 
Looking forward, bring all your lucky crawfish duds 
down to the Club.  Glen Krawiec’s got a dancing team 
you won’t believe planned for opening day.  You don’t 
want to miss this party! 
 
—Lucie 
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Our next club cruise is to the San Francisco Yacht Club 
in Belvedere, and is scheduled for April 22nd and 
23rd.  For those of you who haven't been there, this is a 
very active club with a stunning location and facility. 
Their dining room is spacious and serves wonderful food 
and their bar is large, well stocked, and busy. Al Hauss-
ner, SFYC Port Captain, has asked me to let him know 
ASAP how many of us will be bringing boats, as he 
has a request from another club to share the docks 
that weekend. I'd like to get back to him this week  
with an answer  so that he will know what is available 
for them. Please let me know in the next day or so  if 
you will join us and how many people will be in your 
party. This cruise is not to be missed! 
 
As always, folks can cruise in via the highway (it's just 
not as much fun). Let me know if you're planning to 
"blacktop it" (with head-count) so that they'll kno w 
the size of the dinner crowd.                  
 
The club is located on the Tiburon peninsula, at the top 
of Belvedere Cove just off of Raccoon Strait. You can 
see their docks on Chart 18652. When you enter the 

cove, you'll pass the Corinthian Yacht Club, 
located on your right at the mouth of the 
cove. The channel leading to San Francisco 
YC is close to the shore on the right, and is 
marked with buoys. Stay well inside the 
channel, as the water is shoal in the central 
part of the cove. Once inside the breakwater, 
make a gentle turn to port and go between 
the first two docks toward the inner harbor. 
The guest docks are on the right just in front 
of the clubhouse. The picture below (taken 
from their website) should help you identify 
the route. Once you are docked, go into the 
bar to check in, get key, etc. There is a nomi-
nal charge for docking, but it's well worth it. 
Fair winds, 
Marilyn 
 
(Aerial photo of San Francisco Yacht Club to 
the left) 
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Nacing Rews 
 
We might as well all move to 
Humboldt County, where people 
rust instead of tan, given our cur-
rent weather.  We may all have to 
take to sailboats, but how are we 
going to fit in all the animals? 
 
Weather or not, races go on.  Ben 
is taking credit for the nice day we had for the Double-
handed Lightship but not for the awful tide that had skip-
pers and crew cursing as they tried to get out the Gate.  
Once out, a good sail ensued.  See the April issue of 
Latitude 38 for coverage of the race.  My sincere thanks 
to our excellent race committee who joined e at Golden 
Gate Yacht Club and to the racers who finished in time 
to let us get back to IYC for corned beef. 
 
The weekend of April 8 and 9 was a big one for IYC rac-
ers.  The weather gods were with us and there were 
MANY boats sailing and racing on the Bay.  There were 
four races going on and I know IYC racers were in three 
of them.  I’m not sure about the fourth. 
 
I had the pleasure of being aboard Dick Sayer’s beauti-
ful Crealock Diva for race committee for the first Inter-
club race.  IYC has five boats entered this year.  After a 
slow start, the wind filled in and the racers finished the 
race with smiles on their faces. 
 
Dawn Chesney and her four co-owners sailed Dire 
Straits in J-fest, sponsored by Encinal Yacht Club and 
many corporate sponsors, which makes for a great party 
and probably some bleary eyes and sunglasses for Sun-
day’s final two races!  But I digress.  Dire Straits finished 
fifth in the thirteen boat J-24 fleet, really good for a new-
bie in a competitive one design fleet! 
 
The Singlehanders went to the Farallones, leaving early 
Saturday morning.  Ben Mewes and Mirage went to the 
rocks and back in ten hours, finishing second in class 
and fifth in fleet.  He said there was a scary looking tidal 
whirlpool at the lightship and a heavy ebb as he came 
back in through the Gate. 
 
Are you ready for some racing?  Friday nights are upon 
us, starting April 14.  Come and join us, help out, eat, 
whatever.  See you then. 
 
--Joanne 
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(Continued from page 1) 
your call. 
 
Open House is April 29th. Again, another opportunity to 
gain work credits. Contact Caroline Mines 510-814-0624 
and let her know how you can help. Also that is the day we 
decorate the boat for Opening Day on the Bay. Again more 
effort for work credits. So you have lots of choices. Bar 
help. Helping with the Open House and I’m Sure Glen 
Krawiec 510-339-9451 will gladly tell you where to go, no I 
meant what to do. 
 
So get busy  on those phones and plan your way to have 
fun fun fun.  That’ll do it for now. If this rain ever stops—I’ll 
see you on the water. 
--Shirley 
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Ever have Crawfish Pie? Neither have I.  How about Filé 
Gumbo?  Same here.  But I am prepared to make Filly 
Gumbo with help from IYC members.  Filly is a female 
horse and sometimes used when referring to a young, 
healthy, spirited woman (Webster’s Unabashed Dictionary).  
Well dear reader, I’m not going to cook a horse or a young 
woman, but I am going to tell you how this relates to sailing 
and IYC. 
 
It’s time to decorate a boat for the Opening Day Parade.  
The theme is Mardi Gras Parade.  Notice to all new mem-
bers:  this is a MANDATORY ATTENDANCE activity.  You 
must sign up for active duty with Glen Krawiec, 
510.339.9451.  The best duty will be given to those who 
call first.  All the old timers will be involved because it is al-
ways a lot of fun and a big challenge to have a competitive 
entry. 
 
The major effort to mount (pun intended) the decorations 
on David & Devon Hand’s boat will be Saturday, April 29th 
from 9:00 a.m. until it is done.  This is also our IYC Open 
House Day with a general meeting and dinner in the eve-
ning.  Plan on making it a full day at the clubhouse. 
 
There are a lot of things to construct before the 29th.  We 
need everyone to call Glen and get an assignment.  We 
also need a crew of 10 or more (in costume) to go on the 
decorated boat on Sunday, April 30th, from 8:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. 
 
Curious about the design?  Call!  Glen will give you the big 
picture without horsing around.  He’ll tell you how you can 
help.  Besides decorated the Hands’ boat, the club can 
benefit from other boats entering the event.  We collect 
COTY (Club of the Year) points for each boat in the parade, 
decorated or not. 
 
Time is critical, dear reader, so CALL, CALL, CALL!  
510.339.9451. 
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Calling All Cruisers ... 
  
IYC's last Delta cruise happened in 1999 or 2000 - 
well, anyway, it's time for another one! The plan is to 
leave Alameda - or somewhere around there - Satur-
day morning, May 27, catch a flood and good winds, 
and arrive at Bruno's Island Resort by dinner time.  I 
have reserved four berths - one for me and three oth-
ers.  If you want one, please send an email to Diane 
Duey-McClure at diane9141@sbcglobal.net.  If addi-
tional berths are needed, I can reserve more as long 
as they are available.   
  
Bruno's Island is located on the San Joaquin River 
and features a large grassy island with picnic tables 
and barbecues, and restrooms with real flush toilets 
and showers.  There is water and electrical power on 
the docks.  A fee is charged for berthing, and it de-
pends on how long one stays at Bruno's, so I can't 
quote an exact daily fee, but be assured it's afford-
able. 
  
On the last cruise, club members came and went at 
their convenience.  The Ahlfs stayed for a whole year!  
The McClures were summer regulars at Bruno's for 
many years, and that's where Diane learned to water 
ski, sail on a Laser, and sail on a Windsurfer board in 
and around Potato Slough.  (IYC used to anchor out in 
the slough in the 1980's, but now we want a little more 
comfort.) 
  
The area features restaurants accessible by water, 
and we'll probably all climb aboard one boat and sail 
to dinner, returning by moonlight one or two evenings, 
and make plans to enjoy the island the other eve-
nings.   
  
The Delta gets very warm during the summer, but it 
should be perfect the end of May.  Get your reserva-
tion in as soon as possible.  Call Diane at 510-364-
1517, or email at diane9141@sbcglobal.net.  
 
--Diane 
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The galley gremlins who cook your monthly dinners 
need your help.  They want to make you the best din-
ners at the best prices, so they need to know how 
many to cook for.  Galley gremlins like happy people 
who’ve had plenty to eat.  Heaven forfend that sixty 
people show up and there’s only food for forty.  Vice 
versa means lots of leftovers.  Simply call those con-
tact numbers, say you’re coming to dinner and galley 
gremlin grumbles are gone.   

On March 18th, a group of determined humans boarded 
small vessels, and sailed out under the Golden Gate 
Bridge and out to sea, daring Poseidon to toy with them. 
Poseidon obliged by providing a fierce flood tide, foiling 
their efforts to reach open waters.  In an inspiring tri-
umph of human spirit over the will of the gods, the sail-
ors inched their fragile shells out the Gate.  When Po-
seidon switched tactics and conjured up high winds and 
tall swells, the embattled but undaunted doublehanders 
continued resolutely outwards and around the Lightship 
buoy, about 11 miles due west of San Francisco.  It was 
the kind of race that makes me proud to be a member of 
this indomitable race. 

 
Some, I grant you, Dear Reader, may have a completely 
different take on the day’s events.  Some sailors may 
still be cursing our sainted race committee for starting a 
race with wisps of wind and a strong flood tide!  How 
can Poseidon be blamed when the tides can be pre-
dicted a year – or more – in advance? 
 
Some participants in the DHLS may believe that the 
Race Committee, looking down at the start from the 
lofty, safe, and warm deck of the Golden Gate YC, were 
so devilishly amused at the sailors’ plight that they could 
barely raise and lower the flags and shoot off the guns 
and horns.  Well, I can at least dispel this theory.  I was 
there, and I was the one shooting the gun!  Thankfully, 
the race committee provides a set of earplugs for the 
“shooter” – to prevent deafness.  Unfortunately, this silly 
person, yes, Yours Truly, repeatedly forgot to don the 
earmuffs until AFTER the gun was shot. Whaat?  Speak 
up! 
 
So, I can tell you two distinct and true facts:  First, 
noone was laughing at the struggle below between god 
and man.  And second, earplugs only work if you don 
them BEFORE you pull the trigger. 
 

> When RCs conspire, page 7 
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Ben driving back towards the Bay on 
Georgia.  Photo by Lucie Mewes. 
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know how much over 23 kts it was since I saw the 23.
XX kts as it was coming down from some higher read-
ing.  But since the South Tower Demon was at play, we 
were distracted and I guess I'll just never know what the 
actual highest speed that day was.   
  
Nor were we unscathed.  We got laid over ourselves 
when we blew a douse prior to a chicken gybe east of Pt 
Bonita but we got her upright, gybed and launched a 
new kite.  At least we didn't loose our mast as did one of 
the SC 50's.  As we neared Pt. Bonita, we were so far 
ahead of our division that we couldn't see them any-
more.  I had guessed that they had not rehoisted their 
spinnakers but found out they did, it's just that we were 
that much faster.  It was later that I found out we were 
38 minutes ahead of the next boat in our division and 
had done that all in 12 miles! 
  
So suffice to say we had a great time plus we seemed 
to actually pull closer to the PHRO 1A fleet on the down-
wind!  These were the minus rated boats in the race, i.e. 
SC 52's, SC 50's, an Andrews 56 and one other 50' 
Sport boat.  They were about 15 minutes in front of us 
from the upwind leg but they were finished only about 
12 minutes ahead of us.  So we gained a few minutes 
on the downwind leg but alas, only to suffer an ignomini-
ous finish.  About 25 yards from the finish line, a 35 kt 
gust (and it was a header of course) hit us.  I couldn't 
bear off since I would have missed the finish line so 
over we went!  Ah Hell, after a ride like that, I guess it's 
pennance.   
  
Although not as dramatic, perhaps the best ride we had 
was after the race.  We got a blast between pier 39 and 
the Bay Bridge during one of the squalls and we took off 
sustaining more than 19 knots for a couple of minutes 
but our peak was 19.9 in flat water!  We weren't surfing, 
we were planing and the boat was practically steering 
herself.  It was surreal!  Not bad for a homebuilt, home 
designed monomaran! 
  
OK, so enough about that.  Suffice to say we had a 
great time and saw a new "personal best" speed in flat 
water for the Pegasus XIV at 19.9 kts whereas previ-
ously it had been 17.8 kts in the Bay, (the offshore 
speed record is still intact at better than 27 knots). But 
16-17 kts is pretty typical in the Bay for her with 14-15 
kts being a real yawn if there is any wind.  Yeah, after all 

the years and all the miles and all of the 
time to design and build her, then rebuild 
her plus make the sails, design the fabric in 
the sails and hull, it is good to have her 
back racing again!  We are both a bit older, 
heavier and have a few more miles but we 
still seem to get around pretty well. 
  
After all of the work and the years of effort, 
that race pretty much made it all worth it.   
—Dan Newland 
 
<—Dan talks to Skippy (aboard Betty). 
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We had a great time in the Lightship race last Saturday!  
It was a great race to test the "new" configuration since 
we did have some serious wind there.   
  
The Lightship was fun for us after a bit of pain and suf-
fering in the upwind but the new keel, rudder and bow 
seems to work well.  We had won our class the previous 
week in the Doublehanded Lightship but now we were 
beating upwind in a pack of 3 other boats from PHRO 1 
with them weighing a lot more than we did and going 
against heavy seas and wind.  We had to work hard but 
Pegasus XIV seemed to do well in that stuff upwind.  
With the #3 jib twisted off just a bit, the main with one 
reef and board flat (18" of mast bend) plus the traveler 
dropped a tad, we were rocketing upwind at around 8 
knots but slightly lower than the heavier boats with more 
punch (mass).  All we had to do really was be close at 
the upwind mark then once we turned and headed deep 
downwind, we would go past them pretty quickly.  This 
was better than that!  We weren't just hanging on, we 
were very close to dead even!   This was our first time to 
go head to head in the new configuration of new bow, 
new keel, new rudder, and new jib beating in a strong 
breeze with a full crew.  I was quite pleased to see that 
she was fast in those conditions! 
  
But back to our story:  We all rounded the Lightship 
within a couple of minutes of each other.  After rounding 
the mark, we had all set our kites in about 25 knots true 
wind and everyone was scooting pretty good when one 
of our crew said "OH S**T!" as he saw first one, then 
two then three of the boats we had rounded with get laid 
over SERIOUSLY as a squall came down on us.  But I 
designed and built Pegasus to love the heavy downwind 
stuff so we never had that much of a problem.  When 
we got hit with the 40 knot gust, it was like we got 
launched!  We didn't have any trouble with wanting to 
round up or down as long as you REALLY stayed on top 
of the steering!  We were going Hell for leather but you 
couldn't miss a wave lest ye end up trawling for shrimp 
and air drying your keel.  We saw a lot of 22 + knot boat 
speeds and some that seemed higher but the bow and 
knotmeter impeller came out of the water so the speed 
stopped working.   
  
And this is really an 
HONEST reading.  Not 
only is the B&D knot-
meter very well cali-
brated but the averag-
ing was set at 5 sec-
onds thus substantially 
damping the highest 
peak speeds.  Our 
highest reading was 
over 23 kts right at the 
South tower.  I don't 



Page 6 �

Hi Just a word to let everyone know what is going on 
with us here in sunny Baja. Spent a week with Rod and 
the girls, returning here to La Paz and trying to get back 
in to the routine of boat life.  We had to replace a 
through hole fitting so had to have the boat pulled and 
had the thing replaced and 2 more cleaned. Back in the 
water and getting ready to leave here and go up into the 
islands for a few days and then we are going across to 
Mazatlan on the mainland.  
 
Betty our friend in San Jose Ca. is coming down with a 
friend and we are going to do the Copper Canyon train 
trip. It is suppose to be an awesome rode. We are plan-
ning on going to Creel about half way into the trip across 
to Chihuahua and then take a side trip into the canyon, 
it usually is a 2 day trip down and we are really looking 
forward to it. The Copper Canyon is suppose to be twice 
as big as the Grand Canyon so we will see how it is. 
Have talked to a lot of people and they say it is really 
awesome. Betty will be down for 2 weeks and then it will 
be about time to head north to put the boat up again. 
 
We went to a party last night, out on a boat in the Ma-
goda it is a place to anchor instead of being in the ma-
rina, it was a lot of fun, we met these kids when we were 
down in the Cabo area and they kind of adopted us and 
any time any thing is going on the invite us. They are 
kids from Australia, England Ireland and the US. We all 
bring food and what you want to drink. It was suppose to 
be on the beach but it got to windy  so we had it on a 
boat.  Had a lot of fun. 
 
Well just wanted to catch everyone up on what is going 
on so will close for now  and get going here. We are go-
ing to s flea market with the kids today to see what is 
going on and getting stuff to head out again. Love to 
everyone.  
—Love ya lots Bye for Now 
Joyce 

I’ve told this story before.  Usually I tell it in July when 
the PICYA holds its Lipton Regatta.  But April is the cen-
tennial of San Francisco’s Great Quake, so I think I’ll tell 
this story again now. 
 
I have a table that survived the 1906 earthquake.  It also 
survived a family member who chopped its legs off to 
make it a coffee table and another who refinished it.  I 
don’t know how old it is, but it doesn’t matter.  Its value 
lies in my family’s story. 
 
My parents emigrated from England after WWII.  The 
conomy in Britain was awful, and people were going to 
Africa and America.  My godparents had moved to Ala-
meda to live with my Aunti Elsie (several times re-
moved), who sponsored us.  My father had a guaran-
teed job in Portland, Maine, but January weather told 
him to go West.  I was the precocious little girl with the 
“cute” accent on the cross-country train (I know, the ac-
cent is gone). 
 
My Auntie Elsie had a bungalow on Santa Clara Avenue 
in Alameda.  It’s still there.  With us, it housed five adults 
and one child. 
 
Auntie Elsie was then a recent widow.  Her husband,, 
Joe Page was a barber.  But his history was a little more 
romantic.  I wish I knew how he met my Aunt, if it was in 
San Francisco or in England (which would mean she 
came to San Francisco to be with him). 
 
You see, Joe Page was Sir Thomas Lipton’s gentle-
man’s gentleman.  That is, he was a secretary, valet, 
bodyguard, confidant.  Apparently he liked San Fran-
cisco and decided to stay here.  He opened a barber 
shop.  Auntie Elsie went to beauty school (in my mem-
ory she and my Godmother operated a beauty shop 
near Oakland’s rose garden). 
 
I don’t know if Uncle Joe was a sailor, but that was cer-
tainly one of the modes of transportation in the late 19th 
and early 20th century. 
 
This part of my family history makes me feel connected 
to my home – the San Francisco Bay Area and its wa-
ters.  Now if I could just find out about the horse thief. 
 
--Joanne 
 
 
<— Everyone should sport a Lighthouse Shirt now and 
again!  (Spotted at IYC clubhouse) 
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(Continued from page 4) 
In fact, it is your lucky day, Dear Reader, because I 
have a third fact for you!  Shooting off black powder 
tends to cover one’s clothing with grey powder.  I con-
sidered myself covered with glory, although I may have 
made an ash of myself.  OK that was bad.  Tony made 
me do it. 
 
Yes, I know, I know, I’ve digressed from our great St. 
Patrick’s Day Party!  Well, it was REALLY fun. 
 
Our Friday night races have now started.  You may al-
ready have some idea of the work behind the scenes to 
make those races a success.  Allow me to remind you. 
 
First, Racing co-Chairs Joanne McFee and Ben Mewes 
conspired with Lucie Mewes, our Rear Commodore, to 
change the estuary courses as needed, to update the 
sailing instructions, and to get the word out about the 
races.  Lucie purchased oysters for our “oyster shoot-
ers” and invented a new “Queen of Suds Estuary Res-
taurant Tour” –gathering up gift certificates from the lo-
cal Estuary restaurants featured on the course!  Deter-
mining the distance of the new courses required consul-
tation with several software programs, the ever-helpful 
Ted Crum, and, just to be safe, a small sacrifice (hot 
dogs on a triton?) to Neptune (Poseidon’s illegitimate 
half brother).  All decisions put to paper are forwarded to 
Yours Truly for posting on the website.  Have you 
checked out the website lately? 
 
On April 14th, Joanne McFee and Debby Ratto arrived 
at the club on Friday at around noon to begin preparing 
the food for the BBQ after the race.  Caroline Mines 
showed up soon after to prepare the bar, first assisted 
by John Ratto and then joined by Joan Wetherell.  
George Lythcott and Ben set the marks around the estu-
ary.  Our sacrifices to Neptune were ignored as he 
snuck into the estuary before the start of the race to 
playfully blow our D mark off course and into oblivion.  
The racers in the first two divisions adlibbed that mark, 
and the Race Committee tossed out their races as im-
possible to score. 
 
David and Devon Hand, Veronica Cocksedge, and 
brand new member George (whose last name I can’t 
remember) heroically ran the starts and finishes, per-
forming tasks usually requiring five people.  The racers 
were all gratified, even the divisions whose races were 
thrown out, because of the sudden cessation of con-
stant rain.  Clear skies and a stiff breeze make for 
happy sailors. 
 
Flexiflyer outsmarted herself, driving off the course and 
parking, unintentionally, near Zazoo’s Restaurant.  I was 
aboard Peter Linehan’s Level V, and we were called in 
for the rescue effort.  Just as we arrived to help, 

> Flexiflyer Saves Herself, page 8 

It’s time to start thinking about Opening Day, 2006. This 
year Opening Day will be held on Sunday, April 30th and 
the festivities will commence promptly at 12:00 noon. 
The theme for this year’s decorated boat parade will be 
“Mardi Gras Parade on San Francisco Bay.” Think of the 
traditional Mardi Gras colors of green, gold and purple 
and let your imagination go! Visualize Dixieland bands, 
parade floats of all types and themes, steam boats, alli-
gators, a street car named Desire -- anything to do with 
Mardi Gras and the great annual celebration in New Or-
leans. Prizes and trophies will again be awarded to the 
best decorated boat in each category. Get your crews 
and decorating committees together and start planning 
today.  
 
Many clubs from around the Bay always participate and 
we continue to encourage them. We’re also very happy 
to see our clubs from the Delta participate and look for-
ward to having many represented in the parade this 
year. Remember, many clubs around the bay will gladly 
allow the Delta skippers to decorate their boats at their 
dock, and don’t forget about the Benham trophy for the 
club with the most boats that comes the farthest dis-
tance based on a formula. In the past many clubs from 
the Delta have won this award. Time to start planning! 
 
The Opening Day Committee performs many jobs and 
has already been hard at work for months making 
preparations for this year’s annual event, but there is 
still much work to be done and we can always use more 
volunteers.  Once again we’ve procured a Committee 
Boat for the judging of the parade. We are registering all 
boats entered and will be sending out packets of infor-
mation to the skippers. We’re also in the process of  get-
ting volunteer judges and soliciting prizes. There is still 
much work to be done, as I said, and there is one par-
ticular area where everyone can help. If you know of a 
business that would like to donate a prize, please let the 
committee know. This could be a restaurant, a  marine 
supplier, a boat yard willing to give a free or discounted 
haul-out, or just a plain cash donation. Those who do-
nate will be heartily thanked in writing and recognized in 
our event souvenir program. 
 
As usual, we rely on our PICYA delegates to get the 
word out, so ask your delegate for more information on 
Opening Day.  
 
For convenience, you can register your boat on-line at 
WWW.PICYA.ORG. Just click on Opening Day. You 
can get COTY point information, skippers instructions 
and the parade route. If you have any questions you can 
call the PICYA office at 415-331-0702 and Marci Yen-
erich can answer your questions or direct you to some-
one who can. 
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(Continued from page 7) 
Flexiflyer managed to back away from 
the rocks and finish the race on her own.  
Exciting, though! 
 
Back at the club, the mood was happy 
and noisy as people barbequed their 
dinners, ate chili and salads, and won 
prizes.  The point of my story?  To thank 
all of many, many people who make our 
Friday Night Races and BBQ so much 
fun!  Come on down the club and see for 
yourself how much fun it.  And the bur-
gers are really, really good. 
 
Until next time, I will sit here and make 
sure that Yerba Buena Island stays 
above all this water. 
 
Janet 
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